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{/resume} The Kings were shutout, and

those two games were the two best
lineups they’d put on the ice. Tonight,
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they didn’t even use their backup
netminder for the first time since the
opener of the season. Backup goalie

Vitek Vanecek, who got his first NHL
start against Edmonton on Thursday, is

now in net for the second time this
season. Even though this is a back-to-

back, the veteran coach called the lineup
with Vanecek “old, but effective”. "I

don’t think we’re ever going to talk about
the (real or perceived) age of our

players,” said DeBrincat. “As far as
we’re concerned, we’re 20 and we’re 0-0
in the playoffs.” Only two Kings on the

ice tonight. Oscar Lindberg and
Christian Folin. The Stars, who have
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won nine of the past 10 games and are
headed for the first ever Western

Conference Final, were off in this one.
They came into tonight’s game as the

Kings’ first-round opponent after
dropping three straight games in the first
round. The Stars have been a better team
than the Kings in this series. The Kings

will likely lose either tomorrow or
Sunday in Dallas, which means we’ll

have the first game of the Final
tomorrow. But the bigger question is
how the Kings, who have never won a
Stanley Cup Final, have a chance to do

so. This is actually the first year in which
the Kings have been a decent regular-
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season team. They finished with the
sixth-best record in the league, and that
allowed them to enter the postseason as
the No. 8 seed. And they’ve been about

as good as that 6th seed, even if they
haven’t always played up to their

potential. So this is the year. Now the
question is, how will they win? I don’t
think we’re ever going to talk about the

(real or perceived) age of our players. As
far as we’re concerned, we’re 20 and

we’re 0-0 in the playoffs. I don’t really
know if we’re ever going to be a good
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